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Check out our
NEW Newsletter!
TODAY IS A VERY SPECIAL DAY FOR
US. NOT ONLY ARE WE LAUNCHING
THE VERY FIRST NEWSLETTER
FOR THE VICTORIA TERESA ARIAS
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, TODAY
IS VICTORIA’S BIRTHDAY.

WE ARE HAPPY TO INTRODUCE
OUR VERY FIRST NEWSLETTER, ON
NONE OTHER THAN VICTORIA’S
BIRTHDAY – DECEMBER 1ST.

/vtamemorialfoundation

SAVETHEDATE!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
FOR UPCOMING EVENTS
IN 2020

TORI’S “GIFTS OF
HOPE” TOY DRIVE

DONATE A TOY TODAY!
See page 4 for more details
A Night to Remember Victoria Teresa Arias - 2019

Equally as exciting, is to share our
current work, and provide a “Year in
Review” for what has been a busy,
productive, and meaningful 2019!
The second annual “A Night to
Remember” Gala, sponsored by Casino
Del Sol, took place on June 1, 2019 and
was an incredible success! Over 500
people attended this year’s Gala to raise
funds for the foundation and celebrate
Victoria’s legacy. Because of you – our
sponsors, community supporters, and
#TeamTori ambassadors, three students
received scholarships.

Arias Family Christmas Eve

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Friday, May 8, 2020

“A VERY VICTORIOUS
GOLF TOURNAMENT”
September 12, 2020

“NACHO” ORDINARY
HORSESHOE
TOURNAMENT
November 21, 2020

The day our beloved Victoria would have
turned 21 years old. Victoria made sure
we had it all planned out before she left
for college.
We were going to fly her to Las Vegas
from Minnesota and celebrate her big
day with family and friends. Victoria
worried that by the time she hit this
milestone, we would be too old to

3RD ANNUAL
“A NIGHT TO
REMEMBER” GALA

A Night to Remember Victoria Teresa Arias - 2019

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The MISSION of the Victoria Teresa
Arias Memorial Foundation is to help
educate the youth in our community
and to help empower them to be
positive individuals in the world. Our
goal is to see the youth educate
themselves, better themselves, be
kind to others, and most importantly,

“Choose Happy”.

Happy Birthday Victoria

In 2019, we are happy to report that
UPS team member donations have
already surpassed last year’s amount!

FROM PAGE 1

handle Vegas, even though we assured
her that would not be the case. Well,
God had other plans for our “Angel”
and although she won’t be there with
us physically we know she will be
there in spirit when we do celebrate
next month in Las Vegas just like we
promised... hopefully surrounded by
our family and friends.

Desiree Sandoval and Jorge D. Teran performing “Mi Nueva
Estrella” accompanied by Trio Classico

A special performance featured
Victoria’s grandfather Jorge D. Teran
and sister, Desiree Sandoval, who sang
“Mi Nueva Estrella,” an original song
written by Mr. Teran, accompanied by
Trio Clasico.

Arias Family Road Trip

As her “messengers” we have been
very blessed over the last two years to
not only start The Victoria Teresa Arias
Memorial Foundation, where we have
given nine scholarships totaling over
$13,000 in Victoria’s name, but create
a legacy that will keep her name and
memory alive for many years to come.
Love,
Mike & Lorena

Check out our NEW Newsletter!
FROM PAGE 1

Desert View Class of 89 Volunteers helping out on “Tori’s Gifts
of Hope Toy Drive

Further, the Desert View Class of ’89
alumni group joined our efforts as
#TeamTori ambassadors, and we are
beyond grateful! From donating funds
from reunion t-shirt sales, to taking an
active role in the inaugural Tori’s “Gifts
of Hope” Toy Drive, the DV ’89 alumni
group has proven to be a perfect
partner! We see you, Jaguars!

Compania De Danza Folklorico Arizona performs “Llorona”
featuring Desiree Sandoval accompanied by Trio Classico

A stunning performance of “Llorona,”
featured Desiree Sandoval, who was
accompanied by Trio Clasico and
Compania De Danza Folklorico Arizona.
Los Changuitos Feos offered a solid
performance, followed by the talented
headliner, Los Centenarios. We are
incredibly grateful for the artists and
musicians who donated their time and
talent to make the evening so very
special.

Recipients included Melissa Leon,
Abegal Michelle Gonzales, and Flor
Lilliana Durazo, all of whom plan to
attend The University of Arizona.

SEE PAGE 4 FOR MORE INFORMATION ON
TORI’S “GIFTS OF HOPE” TOY DRIVE

We are also very grateful to have
received support from the Davis
Mariachi Camp, this past summer.
Several community outreach and
engagement opportunities helped
spread the awareness of the foundation
this year.

A Very Victorious Golf Tournament volunteers at Sewailo Golf
Course at Casino del Sol Resort

VTAMF Scholarship Recipients at the ANTR 2019 Gala

In addition, through a partnership with
Arizona Public Works Association, three
additional scholarships were awarded.
Guests enjoyed fabulous entertainment
all evening long.

In 2019, we expanded fundraising
efforts with the inaugural “A Very
Victorious Golf Tournament” at
the beautiful Sewailo Golf Course.
Additionally, in 2018 our friends at
UPS initially assisted us to become a
recipient agency of the United Way of
Tucson and Southern Arizona.

Desiree and Alex Sandoval at the Patagonia Arts & Crafts
Festival Booth

From the Patagonia Arts & Crafts
Festival, to the Women’s Mariachi
Festival, and Cyclovia Tucson, we
connected and shared our mission.

We would especially like to thank
our sponsors, Board of Directors,
volunteers and individual supporters
for your commitment to helping us
realize our mission. From all of us at
the VTA Memorial Foundation, we wish
you good health and joy this holiday
season!

Community supporters at Cyclovia 2019

VTAMF supporters and volunteers at the ANTR 2019

We also actively sought volunteers
who have made a world of difference
from day one. We could not have
accomplished so much without you all.

Thank you for helping us to fulfill our
mission of helping to educate the youth
in our community and to help empower
them to be positive individuals in the
world in 2019.

Eternal Sisterly Love

Please join us by becoming a
volunteer in 2020!

Email bit.ly/2019vtamf or send us
a message on FB, IG or Twitter to
become a #TeamTori ambassador.
And, remember to

#choosehappy!

me no matter where I am. After all,
how could I feel sadness when she was
already working miracles by literally
saving lives not even a week after she
passed through donating her organs.
There were, and still are, plenty of
moments when I want to break down
and just grieve over the loss of my
little sister. But I know that she would
have wanted me to stay strong for my
parents, my husband, my family and
friends, and especially for myself.

Victoria and Desiree at Peter Piper Pizza

The morning when I found out that
Victoria was in critical condition, I
couldn’t accept the fact that what
had just happened, was happening to
my little sister. She was about to go
to a university across the country on
a full ride scholarship and begin her
next journey into young adulthood,
something she was looking forward
to for years. – So this couldn’t happen
to her, right? But unfortunately I was
wrong. Throughout the week we were
at St. Mary’s Hospital I kept thinking
over and over how this could all be
happening to someone so special like
Victoria, who had such a bright future
ahead of her and who always had an

open heart to anyone that entered into
her life.
When the doctors confirmed that
Victoria had returned to her Heavenly
home I felt confused. I wasn’t sure
on how I should have been feeling at
that very moment. I felt fear from the
thought of returning home without her,
but I also felt Victoria telling me that
everything was going to be okay and
that she was exactly where she needed
to be. I felt an immense amount of pain
knowing that my only sister would no
longer be by my side, but I also felt
peace in knowing she feels complete
happiness and she will always be guiding

After seeing the tremendous amount
of people whose lives she touched
in her short 18 years of life, I was
determined to create the legacy she
had unknowingly started alongside my
parents. It brings me peace and joy
being able to share Victoria’s story
with so many different people in a
positive manner. There are several
moments when I share her story and I
receive a mournful reaction but I believe
she would want us to celebrate her life
instead of grieving over her loss. Victoria
is too beautiful of a person to only feel
sadness when we miss her and think of
the life she had.
I’m excited to see where we will go
with the Victoria Teresa Arias Memorial
Foundation and all of the different ways
we will make a difference in Victoria’s
honor. I know for a fact that if she was
still here on Earth she would be doing
the same. I hope I am making you
proud Victoria and I will continue to stay
strong. I love you and miss you so much
and I cannot wait for the day I get to see
you again.
Love,
Your Sister, Desiree

Sponsored by

Victoria Teresa Arias Memorial Foundation partners
with MasterPieces, Inc. to benefit Tucson Communities
in Tori’s “Gifts of Hope” Toy Drive
The Victoria Teresa Arias Memorial
Foundation, a 501c3 non-profit
organization based in Tucson, Arizona,
is partnering with MasterPieces, Inc.,
an American puzzle, game, and toy
company, to benefit communities
throughout Southern Arizona this
holiday season. Tori’s “Gifts of Hope”
Toy Drive is taking place now through
December 13th and is seeking toys
(or monetary donations) to make the
holidays brighter.
“By bringing together our friends and
the innovative educational partner
MasterPieces, Inc., we are realizing
our mission of empowering students
and giving generously,” said Mike
Arias, co-founder of the VTA Memorial
Foundation.
The VTA Memorial Foundation provides
scholarships along with tools and
resources that aim to empower young
people and their families to live their
best lives. “We are honored to partner
with the Victoria Teresa Arias Memorial
Foundation giving toys through Tori’s
“Gifts of Hope” to families in our

local community,” announced Patricia
Rolls, Director of Public Relations at
MasterPieces, Inc. Organizations that
will benefit from this effort include
the Sunnyside Foundation, Miracle on
31st Street, Miracle in El Barrio, Pascua
Yaqui Tribe, and Thrive in the ’05.
The Toy Drive will culminate with the
inaugural Elvira Elementary Winter
Wonderland event on Tuesday,
December 17th at Elvira Elementary
School, located in the Sunnyside School
District. Elvira is very special to the
VTA Memorial Foundation as it was
Victoria’s elementary school. “Victoria
Arias and the entire Arias Family will
always be Elvira Eagles, through their
kindness, compassion, and generous
desire to give back to our community.
We are honored and humbled to
participate in Tori’s “Gifts of Hope,”
said Andy Townsend, Elvira Elementary
School Principal.

DONATE A TOY AT ELVIRA
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
250 W. Elvira Road

(suggested value $10; ages 5-12) on

Saturday, November 30th
from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

DONATE A TOY AT THE
FOLLOWING LOCALLY-OWNED
AND OPERATED RESTAURANTS
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 13:
LITTLE MEXICO STEAKHOUSE

2851 W. Valencia Road

LITTLE MEXICO RESTAURANT

698 W. Irvington Road

EL GORRION - TACOS, BURROS Y MAS

3459 S. 12th Avenue
AMERICAN EAT CO.

1439 S. Fourth Avenue

OR MAKE A MONETARY
There are several ways
DONATION BY VISITING
you can support Tori’s
bit.ly/VTAGIFTSOFHOPE
“Gifts of Hope” Toy Drive!

